
Last year was the first time Central Carolina Mopar Club 
hosted the car show at the Sparkleberry Country Fair 

and from all accounts it was a huge success!
From the restored classics to the modern muscle cars and 

trucks that were on display there were as many smiles 
coming from the spectators as there were 

from the car owners!
 

This year our car show promises 
to be bigger and better! 

Awards for the top 50 and best of show! 

Registration is from 8:00 AM -12:00 PM
 
Entry fee is $15.00
Proceeds go to 
Victory Junction Camp for Kids 
 http://www.victoryjunction.org/
 
Awards will be given at 3:30 PM
 
Come out and join the fun!
 
www.centralcarolinamoparclub.com

Chugga... Chugga... Choo! Choo!
Learn how a steam engine works from old-timey train engineer Phil Watson!

See live operating steam engine models at our own Sandhill Station!
Watch G-Scale electric model trains from Associated Model Railroads of Columbia!

Take a photo of your child in a motorized workmen car!

Learn train safety from Operation Life Saver & receive free gifts!

All  Aboard !
only at the Sparkleberry Country Fair!

The Sandhill Research and Education 
Center (REC), one of five Clemson University 
Research and Education Centers, was pur-
chased by Clemson College in 1926. It was 
established to conduct agricultural research in 
what was then a predominantly rural farming 
area northeast of Columbia. As the Columbia 
community has grown, the focus of the Sandhill 
Research and Education Center evolved to 
meet the changing needs of the state. In 1999, 
the University’s 
Board of Trust-
ees approved 
the sale of 
approximately 
300 acres of 
Sandhill’s 900 acres. The Board approved using 
$8.5 million of the proceeds to construct new 
facilities and endow new programs at the REC. 
In addition, up to $5 million was designated to 
endow community service college scholarships 
to better serve the citizens of South Carolina. 

One of the new missions that the Board of 
Trustees authorized for Sandhill REC was the 
creation of the Clemson Institute for Economic 
and Community Development. With its exten-
sive network with University faculty, and experts 
at other institutions and agencies, the Institute 
works to help communities develop plans and 
strategies to utilize their limited resources more 
efficiently. Sandhill REC is also committed to 
sustainable natural resources and environmental 
stewardship. Partnering with the South Carolina 
Departments of Agriculture, Commerce, Natu-
ral Resources, the United States Department 
of Agriculture, the University of South Carolina, 
and many others, the faculty of Sandhill conduct 
research and education programs that reach 
thousands of SC citizens throughout the state 
each year.  While the services of Sandhill have 
changed over the years, the center still fulfills its 
original purpose of meeting the needs and serv-
ing the people of South Carolina with research-

based information and programs..
Sandhill REC’s 600 acre campus is open 

to the public during daylight hours 7 days a 
week.  This one time agricultural research farm 
now serves all of the citizens of South Carolina 
through its emphasis on good stewardship of 
our state’s natural resources as we plan for 
community and economic development.  The 
majority of the property is still in a natural state 
and offers a quiet retreat in the midst of the 

pace and noise 
of Northeast 
Columbia’s heav-
ily populated 
and developed 
surroundings.

The facility serves as a host to several festi-
vals, high school track meets, community events 
and the long-running Sparkleberry County Fair, 
now in its 19th year. Both of the Spring Valley 
High School and Ridgeview High School Cross 
Country teams have made Sandhill REC their 
practice home for several years.  The SC High 
School League regularly hosts regional and 
championship cross country meets in the late 
summer and fall of every year.  

Conference rooms, portions of the property 
and the beautiful and especially popular Lake 
House are all available for rent.  All rental ap-
plications are subject to approval by the Sandhill 
and Clemson University management team.  
Depending on demand, projectors, screens, 
easels, pads, monitors and wifi connections may 
also be available for rental. Information regarding 
programs, facility use or rentals and the associ-
ated regulations and requirements is available 
by calling 803-788-5700 or by emailing Ms. Tish 
Baskett at lbasket@clemson.edu. 

-Dr. Paul M. Horton, Ph.D.
Director-Sandhill Research & Education 
Center and Clemson Institute for Economic 
&Community Development

A word from Dr. Paul Horton
sandhill research center

Members of 
The Circle of Native Americans 

will be making a special appearance at the 
Sparkleberry Country Fair

 on Saturday April 24!
Come see authentic tribal singing, dancing, story-telling, 

basket-weaving and more.
 The Circle of Native Americans is an inter-tribal non-
profit Indian Tribe that is dedicated to teaching the 

Native American heritage and culture. 
The tribe is made up of Native Americans from many 
different Indian Nations. Among them are Cherokee, 

Mohican, Tlingit, Shawnee, Chickasaw, Iroquois,
 Croaton and Creek.

Dance with the Native Americans and visit inside their 
authentic teepee!


