
 “The Springhurst Homeowners Association has been a participant in Spar-
kleberry Fair from day one. Our participation is three-fold. This is a fun 
day of food, fun and fellowship with our board members and other residents. 
Springhurst is very serious about the education of our children and we 
contribute a healthy percentage of our Sparkleberry Fair profits towards a 
RCSD2 scholorship each year.  The remaining profits are used to beautify the 
front entrance and common areas for the residents and our entire commu-
nity to enjoy. “   

-Doug Caviness
Springhurst

 “I support the Sparkleberry Country Fair 
because it is a unique event focused on building 
community. The fair provides an opportunity 
for neighbors to learn about the people and 
organizations in N.E. Columbia, while enjoying 
hands on experiences of the areas’ rural past. 
The fairs’ support of local teachers and students 
strengthens our  common bond of educational 
excellence for our children.”

-Jay Martin
Sparkleberry Fair Committee
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Why I support the Sparkleberry Fair...

 “Years ago, the Sparkleberry Fair was one of the first com-
munity-wide events we had in Northeast Columbia.  It gave the 
Northeast a sense of identity and pulled community 
leaders  together to work for a common  cause: 
scholarships for Richland II students. Now, it 
has grown to a hugely successful regional event, 
but it still celebrates our unique community spir-
it, our commitment to public education, and our 
heartfelt  patriotism. 
Besides, as a frustrated farmer, I love seeing the 

old tractors!”
-Val Hutchinson
Richland County Council District 9

Over 30 fine local artists and crafters will be showing off their handmade work at this 
year’s Sparkleberry Country Fair. Artist Grace Deer of Elgin will be one of them. She makes 
her home with her husband Michael, their two horses and no less than 6 frisky boxer dogs! 

“They’re my babies!” she says with a good natured chuckle.
Grace grew up in Beaufort, South Carolina with what she 

calls “a very crafty mother”. “When I was a child, she used 
to drag me along to her craft shows,” says Grace. “Now it’s 
pay-back time!” she laughs. “I make her go along with me!” 
But mom doesn’t seem to mind at all.

Grace says moving out to the country caused her to start 
appreciating the beauty of the trees, landscape, sky and 
natural surroundings more than she ever had before. 
This new setting changed her life and started her on 
the road to becoming an artist in the footsteps of her 
mother.

“I’d never really been an artist myself,” she says. “But 
after we moved out to rural Elgin, something gave me 
the urge to create. I thought about it for a long time and 
then decided beaded jewelry would be the perfect outlet 
to express myself.”

She named her business “Gracesea’s” after her dad’s 
affectionate nickname. “My dad called me Gracesea and 
he spelled it like that, so I decided to use it.”

Grace uses high quality heavy beads to create color-
ful casual necklaces, earrings, and her best selling 
bracelets, which she will be exhibiting at the upcoming 
fair. “I’m not a high priced vendor,” she explained. “I do it 
because I love it and not for the money.”

Come out to the fair to see all the wonderful 
arts and crafts on Saturday April 24th!

“Great public schools combined with an atmosphere 
that emphasizes families, faith & fellowship is why 
most of us chose to call NE Columbia home.   

 The Sparkleberry Country Fair showcases our 
evolvement from rural community to a bedroom suburb 
where our children continue to be the focus of our 
future.”  

-Former S.C. Representative Bill Cotty 

The 282nd Army Band is always a patriotic favorite
 at the fair’s big opening ceremony at noon on Stage One.
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Arts & 
Crafts at 
the Fair!!


