
Recently, on one of spring’s first warm sunny 
days, I visited the Carolina Children’s Garden at 
Clemson’s Research Center at Sandhills. I had 
been working in the Butterfly Garden identifying 
plants, and armed with my sketch pad, camera, 
colored pencils, and plant encyclopedia, I went 
about my work. 

As I sat in the Gar-
den, I heard a soft little 
voice behind me say, 
“Hi, what are you do-
ing?” I turned to see the 
sweet faces of two little 
girls, who told me their 
names were Alyssa and 
Caroline and that they 
were four years old. I 
told them my name and 
why I was drawing and 
taking pictures, so they 
sat down next to me 
(their moms close by) 
and told me that they liked to draw also. I asked 
them what they liked best about the gardens, as 
they told me they came here “a lot”. “One said, 
“Well, I can show you. Do you want to take a 
walk? “ Sure”, I replied. We began to walk around 
the garden, first stopping at the Alphabet Garden. 

Alyssa pointed to the A and said that was her 
favorite letter since her name began with A and 
that she knew her alphabet, which she proudly 
recited for me. I asked them if they could name 
something that they would plant at their favorite 
letter and each excitedly told me. Alyssa then 
said she would plant an “apple plant” because she 
really loved to eat them. Caroline said she would 
plant carrots at the C, so she could feed the bun-
nies. Her mom said she might get a bunny for a 
pet, but her dad told her 
they should probably get 
a dog, because bunnies 
could be messy. 

I asked if they had 
ever planted a seed or 
seen plants coming up 
through the ground. 
Caroline answered that 
she has seeds in her 
apples and oranges, and 
asked, “If the seed is in 
the fruit, how does the 
fruit grow from a seed? 
“Well, as I began to tell 
them about seeds, plants 
and the fruit they bear, I shared 
that just like they help take care of family, friends 
or a pet, that seeds need what we need to grow 
and be healthy: air, light, water, food and protec-
tion when young. 

Alyssa stated, “If we plant an apple seed and a 
tree grows, then the apples grow on the tree, and 
the seeds get back in the apple, it’s like magic!” It 
is, I thought, somewhat magical. 

Then, they decided the sun was too hot, and 

we should go to Old MacDonald’s Farmhouse 
to sit inside. I managed to sit beside them on the 
bench, and they both said we should remember 
to bring lemonade when it is hot. As we left the 
house, Caroline pointed up to the windmill blow-
ing steadily and asked why it was placed in the 
garden. I explained (simply) how windmills use 

the energy from thewind to pump water from the 
ground or grind grain, especially for farmers or if 
there is not city water.

We walked to the Three Bears’s. “Poor little 
bears need some more of that stuffing!” 

After a tour of Pooh’s Garden and the Dino-
saur Garden, they gave me some suggestions of 
more fun things to add to the areas, then asked 
if I needed to get my paper to “write this stuff 

down”. I laughed and said surely I did, and that I 
really appreciated all of their help and was so glad 
they came here and enjoyed the gardens. Alyssa 
wanted to know when the butterflies would be 
coming to the But-
terfly Garden and 
how they knew 

which garden was theirs, so we talked about 
why certain plants and flowers were planted 
to attract them. 

I thought about one of my favorite 
stories (and movies), THE SECRET 
GARDEN, so hidden away for a time, 
only to be discovered by a lovely child 

and awakened to reveal such 
beauty, with sights, fragrance, 
touch and singing of birds, 
calling us to use all of our 
senses. I knew at that moment 
that my real purpose for the 
work being done at this garden 
was to help create and care 
for such a special place that 
children and the child within us 
all can discover nature’s beauty 
at its best. 

The next time I feel that I 
have too much on my plate, 
too little time and too many 
deadlines, I hope I can close 
my eyes and remember the mo-
ments of this particular after-
noon, when two small children 
helped remind me what was re-
ally important.We should stop 

and smell, see, touch, hear and even taste 
(edibles only) the beauty around us. 

I think the best lesson that day was 
mine. Life is fleeting, beauty is all around 
us. The world is a classroom. We should 
pause and take it all in. 

-by Meg Ellis, Master Gardener 

The Children’s Garden will have 
a table under the Clemson tent at the 
Sparkleberry Fair. The garden is free 
and open to the public from dawn to 
dusk year-round and offers programs 

for children and families on topics as diverse 
as seeds and sprouts, birds, insects, pollen, 
dinosaurs, rain gardening, and composting.  
For more information or to schedule a 
program for a group, visit the website at: 
www.carolinaschildrensgarden.org

                           You  are  a  Master  Gardener  if...      
-your vacation is based on which gardens and nurseries to visit
-your preferred reading material is seed catalogs
-you’d rather spread compost than shop with your friends
-you buy plants before you know where you’re going to plant them

Plant Got You Stumped ? 
 Ask a botanist!  The University of South Carolina Herbarium will be on hand at the 

Sparkleberry Fair to identify plants and demonstrate the process of pressing and preparing 
plant specimens for scientific study.  Bring your mystery plants to the Herbarium’s table 
under the Clemson Tent for identification; while you’re there, learn to use a plant press, 
pick up a free bumper sticker, and ask Plantman (botanical hero extraordinaire) for his 

autograph!

SMALL 
WONDERS IN 

THE CHILDREN’S 
GARDEN 

The Richland County Master Gardeners
 A Plant Sale will be held this year on April 24th from 9:00am -5:00pm at the 
Sparkleberry Country Fair. This is a great opportunity to buy wonderful plants, 

shrubs and trees as well as garden art at  bargain prices !! It’s a great time to get a 
soil test kit and ask those spring gardening questions. Demos on composting and 
herb gardening in the Midlands will be available as well. Proceeds from the sale 
go to fund community projects which include the Carolina Children’s Garden, 
the Gardening in Richland Demonstration Garden and the Garden Market (all 
at Sandhills), and the Garden Like a Master lecture series. So come on out and 

replenish your garden and support your community. See you at the Fair !!
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