/45 we approach another
summer, kids start counting the days until
school is out and parents start to panic to
find something to keep them occupied for
the summer. I think of a special group

“WHAT DID YOU DO

ONYOUR SUMMER
BREAK?”

of kids who will have no trouble finding
something fun and exciting to do and parents
who will be in awe of their summer adventures!

These kids will be spending their
summer on field trips on US Naval Ships,
doing “beach PT” (exercise) with US Navy
SEALS, learning the construction field with
Navy Seabees, developing skills as journalists
and learning the various jobs in the medical
field, working on airplanes and the duties of a
traffic controller and so much more! And how
much does all of this cost? $240 for 14 days
including their meals and accommodations!

I am speaking of a group of youth here in
the Columbia area; part of your community!
They are part of the US Naval Sea Cadet Corps.
Maybe you’ve seen them around providing
traffic control for the USMC Mud Run in
September or at the Sparkleberry Country
Fair in NE Columbia in April! Perhaps you
have taken their hand when you were getting off
of a boat for the Lake Murray Tour of Homes

or cheered with them as they welcomed home
veterans from the Honor Flights!

These cadets range in age from 10-18 and live
here in Columbia as well as other parts of SC! On
the 3rd weekend of each month they come together
to learn skills to prepare them for success as adults.
They are given career training in various fields,
leadership development classes and taught life
lessons through physical activities such as boxing,

Elementary Schools
Bethel-Hanberry
Bookman Road
Bridge Creek

Center for Achievement
Center for Inquiry
Center for Knowledge
Conder

Forest Lake

Keels

Killian

Lake Carolina

Lonnie B. Nelson
North Springs

Polo Road

Pontiac

Rice Creek

Round Top
Sandlapper

Windsor

Middle Schools

Center for Accelerated Preparation
Blythewood

Dent

Kelly Mill

Longleaf

Summit Parkway

Wright

High Schools
Blythewood

Richland Northeast
Ridge View
Spring Valley
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Alternative Schools
Blythewood Academy (HS)
Anna Boyd (Elementary & Middle)

SCUBA diving, and team-building activities. These
kids learn with hands-on training with very little
“classroom” style learning. They are having the
time of their young lives with other kids their age
that want to do something more than just playing
video games on the weekend!

The BEST part about this program is that it
is NOT school specific! You don’t have to live

in a certain district or even be from Columbia.
They accept applicants from all over the mid to
upper portions of the state. Some of these kids
participate in the JROTC in their high schools and
plan on going into the military. Others have no
plans of joining the military but love the activities
and training they receive. The home schooling
community has found this a great program for their
families as it allows them to receive additional
training with other peers in a positive learning

environment.

If you’re like me, I was on the edge of my seat
when I heard of all the cool things these kids do.
In fact, my first response was “I wish I’d known
about it when [ was growing up!” The sad part is
that this program has been around since 1958 and
in SC since 1972! With all of life’s challenges that
are coming at our youth, how could we not want
them to be a part of such a great program? These
are our future leaders, the ones that will be making
decisions when we’re old and grey! Idon’t know
about you but I’d like them to have some common
sense and compassion for their communities along
with a great education!

So now you know what some of SC’s finest
youth are doing over their summer break. What
plans are you making? If this is something you
would like to see for yourself, check out their web
site:www.palmettoseacadets.com or the national
web site: www.seacadets.org.

“I wish I'd known about it
when | was growing up!”

By Tammy Rivera
Sparkleberry Country Fair Committee Member

Greyhound Pets of America SC are enthusiastic
exhibitors each year at the Sparkleberry Country
Fair. The volunteer based non-profit animal rescue
organization finds homes and adoptive families for
very deserving retired race dogs.

Our organization is part of a national group,
Greyhounds Pets of America, which has a total of
about fifty chapters located throughout the United
States.

Our Greyhounds come
from the Florida race
tracks which have no

These Greyhounds Make a
Difference in our Community

A representative of GPA SC meets on a weekly
basis at the prison with the Greyhounds and the dog
handlers. The dogs are with a handler 24 hours a
day, seven days a week.

It is considered a privilege for the inmate to be
selected for the program, they are trained, tested,
and must have no discipline issues otherwise they
will be taken off the program.

This program al-

lows the inmate to
learn aspects of time
management, patience,

need for them mainly
because the dog is no lon-
ger competitive, is getting
too old, maybe injured, or
just because they have an
excess of dogs.

As many as 40 plus
Greyhounds will be loaded
into the hauler to make the
journey from Melbourne

self-confidence and
some new life skills,
which may help them
in the future. Thanks to
this program, GPA-SC
is able to contribute not
only to the well being of
the selected few in the
program, but also to the
community as a respon-

Florida up the east coast,
sometimes all the way up to
Buffalo, NY.

They make many stops along the way to deliver
dogs to different adoption groups. The first stop is
typically in SC where the dogs are unloaded and
greeted by our volunteers who will take them home
and take care of them.

The next big step is to go into our Prison Fos-
ter program. For the last 7 1/2 years GPA-SC has
managed and supported a dog foster program in
conjunction with a women’s correctional facility in
Columbia. This program is fully funded by GPA-
SC through donations.

“Blue the Party Animal” enjoys living
the wild life.

sible participant sharing
their resources for a well
deserved cause.

With the anticipated closing of more Greyhound
racetracks during 2010, all rescue groups and foster
programs become more important in saving many
more retired racing Greyhounds.

Greyhound Pets of America SC is a volunteer
based non-profit organization, registered in the
State of South Carolina with a 501 (c)(3)
tax-exempt status.

www.gpa-sc.com. 803.749.3174




