
Biographical Sketch
Upon earning his Bachelor’s 

Degree at Southeast Missouri State 
College, Dr. Stephen W. Hefner 
began his professional career as a 

high school teacher in his home 
state of Missouri. His 

teaching career 
took a brief 

detour upon 
his being 
drafted 

into the 
Army in 

December 
of 

1970. After 
completing 
his military 
commitment, 

he earned his 
Master’s Degree at 
the University of South 
Carolina, where he later earned his 

doctorate. In 1974, he joined the 
district as a guidance counselor at 

Spring Valley High School. 

Prior to being named 
Superintendent 1994, he served the 
district in a variety of administrative 
roles including interim principal 
of Richland Northeast High 
School, Director of Staff 
Development, Director of Gifted/
Talented Programs and Associate 
Superintendent for Instruction. 
Dr. Hefner has been responsible for 
many innovative programs within 
the district, including the creation 
of multiple magnet centers and 
programs, choice options for parents 
and students, full-day kindergarten, 
service learning, expanded arts 
offerings and massive technology 
initiatives.  
Dr. Hefner has received numerous 
honors. In 1995, he received the 
“Friend of Gifted Education” Award 
from the S. C. Consortium for 
Gifted/Talented Education. 

On behalf of the district, he 
received the coveted Elizabeth 

O’Neill Verner Award 
for Arts Education the 
same year. In 1997, he 
was named Educator 
of the Year by the S. C. 
Association of Supervision 
and Curriculum 
Development. In 2002, he 
was named Superintendent 
of the Year by the S. C. 
Association of School 
Administrators. He was 
honored as “Distinguished 
Citizen of the Year” 
in 2003 by the local 
Boy Scouts of America 
organization. In 2005, he 
received three national 
awards for his leadership in 
technology education.

 He was one of 16 
superintendents to receive the 
President’s Technology Award 
from the American Association of 
School Administrators, one of 10 
superintendents to be name as a 

Tech-Savvy Superintendent 
by e-School News 

and one of 4 
superintendents 

to be named 
Leader of 
the Year by 
Technology 
and Learning 
magazine. 
In 2009, 
Dr. Hefner 

received the 
Order of the 

Palmetto, the 
highest civilian 

honor in the state of 
South Carolina.

As superintendent, Dr. Hefner 
has been selected to participate 
in national and regional groups 
focusing on reforms that will 
improve education and was 
selected to participate in the U. S. 
Department of State’s Fulbright 
Seminar in Germany in 2000. 

 He serves on numerous 
boards. Currently, he serves on 
the boards of S. C. Council on 
Economic Education, Junior 
Achievement of Central S. 
C., Midlands Education and 
Business Alliance, S. C. Center 
for Educator Recruitment, 
Retention, and Advancement, and 
the Superintendents’ Division of 
the S. C. Association of School 
Administrators. He also serves on 
the Board of the National Council 
for Learning and Citizenship.

 
    Dr. Hefner is married to the 
former Lana Mosley and they are 
the parents of two adult daughters, 
Megan and Channing.

WHEREAS, Dr. Stephen W. Hefner 
has contributed significantly to 
excellence in education during his 
years o service to the State of South 
Carolina and RIchland County 
School District Two,

WHEREAS, Dr. Hefner, as the 
Superintendent of an award-winning 
school district since 1994, is the 
longest-serving superintendent in the 
state,

WHEREAS, under the leadership of 
Dr. Hefner, numerous major national 
awards have been received by the 
schools and by individual teach-
ers and employees within Richland 
Schools District Two,

WHEREAS, Dr. Hefner pioneered 
school choice in Richland Two and 
endeavored to improve education 
for all students with the integration 
of specialized educational programs 
called magnets,

WHEREAS, under Dr. Hefner’s 
guidance, RIchland Two was among 
the first school systems in the coun-
try to receive district-wide accredita-
tion from the Southern Association 
of Colleges and Schools and the 
Council n Accreditation and School 
Improvement (SACS CASI),

WHEREAS, under the guidance of 
Stephen W. Hefner, Richland Two 
now boasts 553 National Board 
Certified Teachers, ranking Rich-
land Two 16th in the nation among 
all school districts in the number of 

national board certified teachers they 
employ,

WHEREAS, Dr. Hefner has been 
recognized with numerous personal 
awards, including but not limited to, 
the Order of Palmetto, South Caro-
lina Association of School Adminis-
trators’ President’s Award for Excel-
lence in Technology, Palmetto Pillar 
Technology Award, Distinguished 
Alumni Award from the College of 
Education at the University of South 
Carolina, and the Southeast Missouri 
University Alumni Award. 

WHEREAS, research demonstrates 
that great school districts are led 
by great superintendents, and Dr. 
Hefner, throughout his thirty-six 
years of service to education, is a 
dedicated and visionary instructional 
leader who inspires others and mo-
tivates them to achieve world-class 
distinction.

NOW THEREFORE, I, John 
Monroe, on behalf of my 
Sparkleberry Country Fair 
Committee colleagues, do hereby 
commend and congratulate 
Dr. Hefner for his significant 
accomplishments, and thank him for 
his tireless devotion to the education 
of all students in South Carolina 
but specifically those of Richland 
School District Two.

Mr. John D. Monroe Sr.
Chairman
Sparkleberry Country Fair

A resolution to honor 

Stephen W. Hefner Ed. D.
Superintendent 

Richland County School District Two

Dr. Stephen Hefner

Sparkleberry Country Fair 

Tractor and Engine Show Sponsors

• Champion Homes of Lugoff, LLC 
803-438-9985 
179 HY 601 South, Lugoff, SC 
www.championoflugoff.com 

• Golf Feed and Tack 
2970 Steven Campbell Road, 
Elgin, SC 29045  803-788-1735

• Lugoff Tire Company, Inc. 
39 Boulware Rd. Lugoff, SC
803-438-1070

• F J Rabon Construction
Septic & Portapottys
Hy 601 Lugoff, SC   803-438-1075

• 2nd Wind Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc.
6130 Shakespeare Rd. Columbia, SC
803-786-7433   www.2ndwindhvac.com

“I would like to thank all of 
those who without them it 

would not be 
the great show it is. 

Thanks,” 
Paul Towns-organizer 

• Sweet Rivers Trailers
9320 Hornesboro Road, Mount 
Croghan, SC
888-593-9663 Sweetriverstrailers.com
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