
Ever wonder where all that talent comes 
from? Right in your own back yard!!  Come to 
the Sparkleberry Country Fair to get a glimpse 
of many talented groups, performing live, on 
stage all day long. From the very youngest to 
much older youths…we have them all.
When the fair started in 1996, there was one 
stage of local performers…dancers, martial 
arts, vocal groups and a band or two. By year 
two, word was out and we expanded to two 
stages and we’ve been growing ever since. 
With the help of John Scollon of Scollon 
Productions, Mathew Smith of Richland 
District Two Band Staff, Solid Ground 
Ministries, and, Richland  School District Two 
Support Services,  sound systems are provided 
for each of the four stages.
The many fair go-ers have been entertained 
by scores of groups over the years… dance 
studios like Academy of Dance Arts, Footnotes 
and Moving for Christ, Bailey’s Fine Art 
Studios… martial arts groups to include 
Newton’s TaeKwondo Plus, M.C. Kim and  
Mike Genova Family Karate., bands like Solid 
Ground  and Simply Students. Vocalists Pamela 
Austin, Brianna Parker, and Tamara Harvey 
have graced our stages as well. Countless 
elementary school choruses throughout District 

Two perform yearly on our stages. One of the 
longest performing bands of the fair is the 282nd 
Army Band from Fort Jackson that entertains 
everyone at the Opening Ceremony on one the 
stages when Military personnel, EMS staff, the 
local Fire Department, and Sheriff’s Department 
are all recognized for tireless commitment and 

service to our community, city, state, and nation. 
The theme of the fair, “Building the Future From 
the Past”, reflects our efforts to give “fair goers” 
the opportunity to revisit the past. One of the 
ways we accomplish this is with the Annual Cow 
Milking Contest, when school principals compete 
with one another for braggin’ rights i.e. who got 
the most milk from ole Bessie. Always a crowd 
drawer, this activity is fun for young and old alike! 
Working to provide a wide variety of talented 
groups has been my goal and I count myself the 
lucky one because of all of the wonderful people 
I have met over the fifteen years working with 
Sparkleberry Fair. My job has actually gotten 

easier over the years because everyone wants 
to be a part of the festivities…and they contact 
me about performing! All year long I see 
people who remind me what a great community 
activity this is and how much they look forward 
to being a part of it.  I personally enjoy the day 
of the fair because it a time to see friends and 
neighbors and connect as a community. 

One day while riding down Clemson Road, my 
granddaughter, Grayson, glanced to the Sandhill 
Research property, and said, “Mimi, that’s 

where you work, isn’t it?” I smiled, said “Yes, 
honey” and thought, “some job… everyone should 
have as much fun working!”  
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Aqua Care Pool 
Service & Repair, LLC
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Shenandoah Restorations, Inc.
10229 Broad River Road
Irmo SC 29063
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Dick Smith Nissan
4030 W. Beltline Blvd.
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803-256-6600


