The Sparkleberry Country Fair

Antique Tractor and Engine Show
Saturday April 24, 2010
9:00 am to 5:00 pm

Held
on the spacious grounds of
the Clemson Extension
located at
Two Notch & Clemson
Roads

Northeast Columbia
South Carolina

Demonstrations, plowing and disking,
tractor games, barrel race, spoon and
tractor balance.

Best Restored - Butch McGee - SN Ford

community and pride.

We're here to showcase the Northeast
and its wonderful schools. Local students
and other area groups are given an op-
portunity to perform and show off their
talents on stages throughout the day.

The Sparkleberry Country Fair is not
meant as a carnival but as an alcohol-
free family affair that accommodates
all ages. The fair is organized by an
all-volunteer committee of hard working

}ﬁo, I'm John Monroe, chairman of the Sparkleberry Country Fair. We
invite you and your family to join us at the Sparkleberry Country Fair on April
24th for a wonderful day filled with fun and nostalgia.

The Sparkleberry Country Fair was formed 15 years ago in an effort to
bring the rapidly growing Northeast area together. As the Northeast continues
to experience tremendous growth, the
committee works hard to create an event
for residents that will foster a sense of

individuals who live and work right here in

Don’t forget to
cast your vote for
the People’s Choice
Award!

the Northeast community.

For tractor, engines
and equipment
exhibitor
registration contact
Paul Towns at
(803) 408-0131

Each year the event draws over 20,000 people and we are always adding
new displays and entertainment. We hope you'll enjoy seeing our special native
American guests as well as our antique tractors and engines that have come
from miles around to put on a great old-fashioned country fair.

We want our children to grow up knowing where our food comes from and
where we get our milk and vegetables. It is our hope that the fair serves as a
learning experience and helps us all to think back on our roots and to the days
of yesteryear when life revolved around the family farm.

I'd like to thank the committee for the hard work and commitment towards
putting together another great fair. And special thanks goes out to the commu-

or nity for their participation and support.

(803) 237-3077

| hope to see you at the fair!

Chairman John Monroe

It you’re a newcomer to northeast Columbia,
there’s a good chance you can’t tell a sparkleberry
from a gooseberry! But smile, ‘cause I reckon
you’re not alone.

In recent years, the area has seen tremendous
growth and an influx of new residents from all
parts of the country (and even the world!) who
are now embracing the community and calling
northeast Columbia “home sweet home”!

In fact, rounding up a right neighborly sense of
community is what the founding
fathers of the Sparkleberry
Country Fair had in
mind way back when
it was just nothin’
more than a bunch
of smilin’ faces
and foldin’ tables
spread out on the
lawn on a pretty
Carolina spring
day.....15 long years
ago.

So if ya’ll are still
with me, here’s a little
“Sparkleberry 101”. In a nutshell, the lowly
sparkleberry is what*“old-timers” might call a
huckleberry. Now, the ‘ol huckleberry bush made
a fine place to hide from milkin’ chores back in the
days when a lot of kids still lived on farms. And
that’s another reason the fair comes around every
spring, to give modern day kids a taste of what
life was like back then.....but now I reckin’ we
wandered off the ‘ol subject again!

If you’ve lived in the south long enough you’ve
heard the word “sparkleberry” thrown around

more times than Carter’s

got liver pills. But what
exactly IS a sparkleberry
anyway? What is it about
this mysterious, “firecracker”
berry that inspires humanity
to affectionately tag its lowly
name to everything from
streets to malls to country
fairs?

The scientific name
for the Sparkleberry is

Vaccinium Arboreum.

Native to South Carolina, it
is north America’s largest
blueberry!

The sparkleberry is a
picturesque little tree or large shrub with
flaking reddish bark, a leaning crooked
trunk, and twisted contorted branches.
Although usually around 8-10 ft tall,

sparkleberry can get up to 30 ft tall with a
similar spread. The three co-champions, in

South Carolina, Alabama, and Mississippi, are
24 ft, 29 ft, and 47 ft tall!

The dark green, leathery leaves persist on the
tree for a year in the south, often turning rich
purplish red in autumn. Sparkleberry blooms in
late spring, around the time of the Sparkleberry
Country Fair, with white bell shaped flowers. On
the tip of each berry is a five-pointed star.

Sparkleberries are relished by all kinds of birds
and wildlife. They can be eaten by people too,
but they are bitter and not very good, and most
references say they are inedible.

Back in the early days of the fair, the committee

Just what 1s a

anyway?

Each April the sparkleberry smothers itself
in tiny bell-shaped flowers
similar to those of the blueberry

ran an ad in the local paper giving people of the
community a chance to come up with ideas for

a name. Over sixty responses came in. The name
“sparkleberry” was chosen to be most fitting
because it is a common tree that grows easily in the
sandhills of the Midlands.

Say, now that you’ve graduated from
“Sparkleberry 1017, take another look and
you’ll notice that a sparkleberry tree has been
incorporated into the official circular logo of the
Sparkleberry Country Fair. Imagine that!

Learning more about our local area, its history
and native plants is a fascinating educational
activity for the whole family. Keep at it and soon
you’ll be as “happy as a hog on a muddy day” right
here in beautiful South Carolina.

-Suzanne Kindler Enz

You'll be spilin' like a goat in a briar patch @ the Sparkleberry Cotutry Fair!




