
Sparkleberry Country Fair
Saturday

April 24, 2010
9am to 5pm

Just $5 a carload!
Clemson Research Center in Northeast Columbia

Did you know that 100% the money raised 
by the annual Sparkleberry Country Fair goes back 
to the community in the form of college scholar-
ships to students and educational grants to our local 
schools? This year, 17 
deserving area high-school 
students will each receive 
$1000 scholarships to help 
pay their college expenses. 

A portion of the fair 
proceeds also provide 
funding for the “Grants-
2-Teachers” program. 
Established in 2007, this 
new program funds inno-
vative and creative projects 
that increase student achievement in the class-
room. Teachers apply for the funds by submitting 
a detailed plan of their proposed project to the fair 
committee for approval.

Recent projects have included the “Shining 
Stars A+ Girls Club” submitted by teachers Steph-
anie Guerin and Tara Smith at Conder Elementary.

In this project, fifteen girls in the 5th grade 
will “adopt” little sisters from the first and second 
grades to form a close-knit learning group. The 
program’s goals are consistent with the school-
wide expectations of being productive, reliable 
and respectful. The girls will receive guidance in 

self-monitoring behaviors as well as 
academic assistance. The girls will 
learn the value of kindness, trustworthi-

ness and dependability. The community will also 
be involved. Guest speakers will visit the school 
to share expertise in basic sewing and monogram-

ming. A sewing machine will be purchased to help 
with special monogramming projects. The students  
will be sewing and growing together!

Grant money was also awarded to Delmarshi 
Nelums, teacher at Killian Elementary for her “Re-
naissance Literacy Centers Project”.

The “Renaissance Program” is a classroom 
project designed to meet the needs of struggling 
readers. Through smaller classroom size, literacy 
centers, and guided reading, the purpose is to im-
prove student comprehension, fluency and writing 
skills. Management strategies will be used to keep 
the rest of the class focused on reading and writing 
while the teacher works with small groups of strug-

gling readers during guided reading. A wide variety 
of reading materials will be purchased, including 
tall tales, fables, alliteration exercises, “my govern-
ment” publications and science books. Pocket fold-
ers, composition books, crayons, colored pencils, 
copy paper and construction paper will also be 
purchased to implement the program.

To raise funds for these educational projects, 
entrance to the fair has been set at $5 a car load. 
You can rest assured that your donation goes to a 
good cause because the Sparkleberry Country Fair 
is organized by an all-volunteer committee who do 
not receive salaries. And after all is said and done, 
100% of net proceeds brought in by the fair will be 
used to support the most important resource in our 
community: our children. 

Where else can an entire family have a great 
afternoon, get a nostalgic down-on-the-farm 
education and give back to the future of education 
all at the same time? The secret is out! It’s the 
Sparkleberry Country Fair!

The fair is always looking for enthusiastic, 
dedicated volunteers. It’s your community and your 
fair. The northeast is still small enough that one 
person can make a big difference! Why not take 
advantage of this rewarding opportunity to get in-
volved in the education and future of our children?

This year, 17 area high-school students have 
each received $1000 scholarships to help pay their 
college expenses. See article on page 6.
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Northeast Columbia’s Best Kept Secret

“Building the Future from the Past”
For more information please go to www.sparkleberryfair.com

“For over 15 years, Richland Two has benefitted 
tremendously from the Sparkleberry Country Fair. This event 
has provided hundreds of thousands of dollars in student 
scholarships for our high school students, and our teachers have 
received almost $50,000 in mini-grants. Richland Two would 
like to thank the many dedicated volunteers without whom it 
would not be possible to hold this annual event.”
			   	 -Dr. Steve Hefner

A child enjoys the petting zoo at the Sparkleberry Country Fair.

What’s going 
on in Northeast 
Columbia that your 
family shouldn’t 
miss?

Founded fifteen 
years ago as a 
way to bring the 

community together 
and showcase 
our award-winning 
schools and 
talented students, 
the Sparkleberry 
Country Fair invites 
you to come on out!


